
DESCRIBING YOUR DATA 101

When you click OK you will see a screen like the lower part of Figure 4.13. This works in a reasonably 

self-explanatory manner. You drag things from the right hand side (you will see you variables there) over 

to parts of the pivot table on the left. First, we want to make the rows represent the movie preferences, 

so click on ‘Preference’ on the left and drag it to the table, letting go of the left mouse button when you 

get to the part which says ‘Drop Row Fields Here’. Drag ‘Glasses p/wk’ to the ‘Drop Column Fields Here’ 

part. Then drag ‘ID’ to the ‘Drop Data Items Here’ section. You will see something similar to the top part 

of Figure 4.14. But we are not done yet! Select Field Settings to bring up the dialog box as shown. Make 

sure you select Count as shown. Click OK and the numbers in the pivot table will change to represent 

how many data points are in each cell, rather than the sum of the ID numbers that was there in the first 

place. This is all very well, but you will notice that there are many, many columns, not nice classes as we 

wanted. Of course, Excel does not know the classes we want to divide our ‘glasses per week’ variable into, 

so it has used all the values we gave it. This makes the table a bit meaningless.
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